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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE            NEWS                  
GREEN BUILDING WILL BE TOPIC OF 

CHAMBER TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP
KEENE, N.H. 2/11/09 – Foard Panel and The Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce will present a training and development workshop entitled, “Building and Marketing your “Green” Homes” on Friday, March 6, 2008. The Workshop will be held 8:30 to 11:30 at the Keene Best Western Sovereign Hotel, 401 Winchester Street, Keene. The cost to attend is $15 to attend. The event is open to the public, but geared specifically for architects, builders, and realtors. Pre-registration is required. 

Over the past couple of years there have been multiple “green” certification programs that have gained popularity in mainstream building markets and are setting the standards for the industry. ENERGY STAR and LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) are amongst the most popular, but by no means the only programs available. 

Three speakers at the workshop will provide an overview of how certification programs can benefit new construction projects by reducing fuel bills, improving indoor air quality, reducing waste, and saving money.  They will review program guidelines and provide tips on getting started in the system. They will explain how builders, architects and realtors can use these programs to increase sales with little added cost.  Examples of how to market energy performance to potential customers will also be provided. 


Bruce Bennett, energy auditor for GDS Associates in Manchester, N.H., will present information about ENERGY STAR.  He specializes in residential energy performance guidelines and provides rating for ENERGY STAR certification throughout the state of New Hampshire. 

Lisa Ford will present sales and marketing strategies at the workshop. She is the marketing manager at Foard Panel Inc, a manufacturer of energy efficient wall and roof systems in West Chesterfield, N.H.  During the past four years Lisa has developed materials targeting energy conscious consumers. 
Dan Scully, a LEED certified architect, will speak about the LEED certification process. In 1974 he was an early member of TEA (Total Environmental Action) specializing in solar building design and taught Integrated Energy Design (now called Sustainable Design).  Last year he won an AIA/Ford Motor Co Competition for the design of a Net-Energy-Zero house in coordination with an electric fuel cell powered car.
To register, contact the Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce at  info@keenechamber.com or 603-352-1303.
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